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Closer Than Ever

If you have a love for lyrics and verbal jousts and a passionate
appreciation for the way they can, in the hands of a master, reveal
things you think but never thought anyone knew you did, then run
to Rockville before Closer Than Ever is not just farther than ever –
but gone forever.

Closer Than Ever is the first theatrical child of a new company that
is itself so young, it was but a gleam in producing director Jan
Stewart’s eye just a year ago.

The show, which won the Outer Critics Circle Award for Best Off-
Broadway Musical in 1989, is Maltby and Shire at their very best. 
Which probably surprised them no end:  Closer Than Ever is to an
extent the musical theatre equivalent of one of those last-minute
meals you make out of whatever’s in the fridge, freezer and pantry

when guests arrive unannounced – and it turns out to be one of the best meals you ever made.  (It’s  a
fascinating tale, but too long to include here.)

At the Rockville Jewish Community Center, the set and lighting are minimal but
creatively used; less is more.  In this series of vignettes about couples, the lack of
distracting visual frills allows the audience to focus full attention on its often straight-to-
the-heart, right-in-the-gut insights about the human condition.  Three gray stone steps
stretched across the stage allow the actors, whose characters are Everyman and -
woman (the program identifies them as Man 1, Man 2, Man 3, Woman 1, Woman 2,
and Woman 3) to approach or recede from each other as if from the front stoops of their
homes.  The faux red brick walls add a nice, homey touch, while the lighting makes
skillful use of a half-dozen white floor-to-ceiling shears, at times casting shadows on
figures silhouetted behind them who comment on the goings-on center stage.

All of the accomplished cast members, many of whose faces will be familiar to DC
theatre-goers, have their own unique “moment” where they can strut their stuff – and
impressive stuff it is.  (A small caveat would not be out of place regarding the singing,
which ranged from excellent to acceptable, so that in the opening chorus “Doors,” I was unsure whether the
dissonance was intentional.  Whether it was an off day for a cast member or two is unknown. 

“She Loves Me Not” is hummably melodic, a song that could easily stand on its own – something the three
characters who form its unlikely triangle cannot.  Man 1 (John Dellaporta) regrets that he cannot love Woman
1 (Katie Nigsch)  who in any case is otherwise occupied: she’s after Man 3 (Michael Grew) who ignores her
pleas: he’s hot for the equally unattainable… Man 1.  “My love is yours for the asking,” they sing in imploring
unison to the respective objects of their desire who remain deaf to their cries, focused as they are on their
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own blindly unresponsive loves.

As Man 1, Dellaporta evinces an achingly innocent sincerity as a clueless but half-crazed rejected lover on a
rooftop in “What Am I Doin’,” one of the many highlights of the show that gives his smooth, ringing tenor a
chance to shine.  On the other side of the rejection tango, Elizabeth A. Hester’s (Woman 2) sassy, snippy,
snarly southern drawl in “You Wanna Be My Friend?” slaps down the unsuspecting (and similarly clueless)
Man 2 (David Kozisek), who has told her he wants to break up with her but – grit your teeth here, girlfriends –
still wants to be her friend.  By the time Hester’s pitilessly perfect character is through with him, poor Man 2
feels like number 2.  And even the men in the audience couldn’t help but appreciate the skill with which she
dispatched him.

But fear not!  Man 2 will be redeemed (although it gets tricky here; while the actors are assigned character
identities, there’s no clear connection between Man 2 in one scene and Man 2 in another) in “One of the
Good Guys,”a quietly heart-wrenching account of a happily married man who acknowledges the happiness his
marriage has brought him, yet cannot dispel a naggingly insistent feeling lurking somewhere beneath the
surface.  Kosizek is deeply moving; his Man 2 displays a mature and wistful acceptance tinged with an
irrevocable sadness as he recalls the life, the women, the excitement he could have had – that insistent urge
“to shoot for something higher” that defined his youth.  In the end he concludes that “whatever choice you
make,” the longing for what might have been will forever haunt you.

In “Patterns,” Nigsch’s lovely, clear soprano and crystalline diction cut through the crazy-house kaleidoscope
of commitments and responsibilities she sings about.  From the tangible, visual patterns of household objects
and office supplies to the spiritual and psychological patterns of belief and behavior, all  will be ruefully familiar
to women everywhere who juggle multiple roles and identities.

Nigsch also excels in “There,” a sharply observant take on the man-woman paradigm from the woman’s
perspective, with Man 3 (Grew) trying his best to defend himself in a battle he fears he’s already lost, but
hasn’t quite figured out why.  And yet all is not as it seems; for while Woman 1 appears to hold all the cards, in
the end they form a house of cards that collapses around husband and wife, with neither one the victor.  You
were always present, she tells him, “but you were never there.”  Yet her insistence, he protests, made him
“want to be elsewhere”; by the time he realized what he was losing and wanted to be there for her, she was
gone.

In a final twist that could be seen as a variation on Gertrude Stein’s famous taunt turned into a warning and a
lesson, there is now no more “there” there for them.  Grew and Nigsch’s eye and body language is so real
and so true to character that you almost physically feel them being pulled apart, while part of them – memory
of what they shared, and the tiniest of hopes that there IS still something there that can be saved – does not
want it to end.  But they know that it must.  And it will.

This show does not, however, let you sit in the gloom for long.  The next number is one of the funniest:  The
hilariously raunchy “Miss Byrd” has Woman 3, a sweetly sizzly, kitteny Elizabeth Parsons, as a lower-level
secretary in bun and glasses whom nobody notices.  The “invisible Miss Byrd” sneaks off each day for X-rated
coffee breaks with her boyfriend, described and danced upon the desk by the suddenly sensual sexretary in
full stripper va-va-voom mode, then returns to her desk – “and doesn’t say a word.”  But inside?  “Miss Byrd is
singing,” she crows, embellishing her song with an impressive scat that will have you checking the theatre for
Ella.  “This bird is singing!”  Parsons has all the moves as she caresses the desk lasciviously, her eyes ready
to take on all comers, her voice slipping into something a little less comfortable – think Louis Armstrong on
hormones.  (That she looks more like Miles than Louis makes her transformation all the more remarkable.)

Another droll bit is Woman 1’s take as the schoolteacher who explains to her class the ways we humans are
different from animals (“The Bear, the Tiger, the Hamster, and the Mole”).  Unfortunately, it is not to homo
sapiens’ advantage:  Those clever beasties, she tells the girls with the sort of self-satisfied assurance that
brooks no disagreement, have got it all  figured out.  The females use the males for reproduction, then lose
them when the job is done.  Thrusting her pointer with unseemly pleasure at the motley collection of fifties-era
color slides illustrating various members of the animal kingdom, Nigsch becomes at once both the teacher we
admired or feared and the co-worker who gets all the bonuses.”The animals are doing what humans only
dream,” she advises her students with a knowing glint in her eye.  You could see the responding nods amid
the ripples of laughter in the audience.

And then there are the”Three Friends” dressed in stylishly coordinated dresses who take great pride and
satisfaction in the way they have supported each other over the years.  Of course, as they begin to give
examples of their unwavering commitment to sisterhood and to each other, one recalls a wee small
something that happened to throw a major wrench into her sister’s bliss.  And so, reflecting as it comes to its
snarling close, not the best but the worst of us, this erstwhile tribute to supportive sisters becomes a sniping
diatribe against backstabbing bitches.  But don’t take it to heart, ladies.  After all, things can, and will, get
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worse, as we learn in “The March of Time,” where all six sing of the things in their lives they weren’t ready for
– “the cellulite, the jokes, being compared to my folks.”  Ouch.

Of course, there are also times when being compared to your folks puts not a crimp in your style, but a lump
in your throat.  So it is for “If I Sing,” Man 3’s (Grew) deeply moving tribute to his father marred only by what
appeared to be vocal strain.  The lyrics are gentle poetry, the melody a soaring cadence, as Man 3
contemplates the piano his father gave him when he was a child, and taught him how to play it – something
he did not fully appreciate at the time.  (Kudos, by the way, to Amy M. Gleason, whose playing throughout the
show made a mini-orchestra out of a spinet.)  “If I sing,” he tells his unseen Dad, “you are the music.  If I love,
you taught me how.”  A lovely tribute to fathers on what was, as it happened, Mother’s Day.

In a way, though, that was entirely appropriate.  As men and women we have our differences, which
sometimes  split us irrevocably apart.  But there are things that draw us together, things that are common to
us as human beings, or that make us appreciate who we are, and who they are.  That bring us, as Maltby and
Shire would have it, despite all the craziness, closer than ever.

Closer Than Ever
lyrics by Richard Maltby, Jr., music by David Shire
directed by Jay D. Brock
musical direction by Ben Bernstein
reviewed by Leslie Weisman

For Details, Directions and Tickets, click here.
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Heather newman on Wed, 13th May 2009 9:52 am 

A delightful evening — what a gem to discover such great talent and fun so close to
home. The musical quality and acting talent is what you would expect on Broadway
yet here it is waiting to be discovered in Rockville!

Don Call on Fri, 15th May 2009 8:10 am 

A spectacular show and a great value. $25 for adults and only $15 for students and
seniors. My daughter came home from the show and downloaded the music from
Itunes so she could continue to enjoy the experience.

Bonni Stewart on Fri, 15th May 2009 10:56 am 

Limelight Theatre’s new show “Closer than Ever” was absolutely delightful! It made
me laugh, it made me cry and more important…………..it made me realize how
simple life really is,……. although, at first glance, it appears to be so complex!
After seeing this show, I felt uplifted and I felt “Closer than Ever” to my own feelings
and thoughts.

The actors, whose beautiful voices and amazing articulation were outstanding……….definitely
broadway material!
I would recommend this production to anyone who would like to enjoy an absoultely wonderful
evening filled with every emotion known to man!
Bonni Stewart

3 Comments on "Closer Than Ever"

Tell us what you're thinking... We're at our liveliest when you talk with each
other. 
And oh, if you want a pic to show with your comment, go get a gravatar!
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Name (required)

Email Address (required)

Website

Charter Theatre

Chesapeake Shakespeare Company

City Artistic Partnerships

Constellation Theatre Company

DC Theatre Collective

dog and pony DC

Doorway Arts Ensemble

Faction of Fools Theatre Company

Factory 449

Firebelly Productions

Folger Theatre

Ford’s Theatre

Forum Theatre

GALA Theatre at Tivoli Square

Ganymede Arts

Georgetown Theatre Company

Happenstance Theater

In Series

InnerCircle Repertory Theatre

Keegan Theatre

La Rinascita Theatre

Landless Theatre Company

Longacre Lea

Madcap Players

MetroStage

Misfit Theatre Company

Molotov Theatre

Natural Theatricals

No Rules Theatre Company

Olney Center for the Arts

Open Circle Theatre

Quotidian Theatre

Rep Stage

Riverside Center Dinner Theater

Rorschach Theatre

Round House Theatre

Scena Theatre

Shakespeare Theatre Company

Signature

Solas Nua

Spooky Action Theater

Studio Theatre

Synetic Theater

Taffety Punk Theatre Company

Teatro de la Luna

The Hegira

The Hub Theatre

Theater Alliance

Theater J

Theater of the First Amendment

Theatre Du Jour

Toby’s Dinner Theatre
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http://cityartisticpartnerships.org/
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http://www.dctheatrecollective.com/
http://www.dogandponydc.com/
http://www.doorwayarts.org/
http://www.factionoffools.org/
http://www.factory449.com/
http://www.firebellyproductions.net/
http://www.folger.edu/whatsonsub.cfm?wotypeid=2
http://www.fordstheatre.org/
http://www.forumtd.org/
http://www.galatheatre.org/
http://www.ganymedearts.org/
http://www.georgetowntheatre.org/
http://www.happenstancetheater.com/
http://www.inseries.org/
http://www.bonifanttheatrespace.org/id5.html
http://www.keegantheatre.com/
http://www.larinascitatheatre.com/
http://www.landlesstheatrecompany.org/
http://www.longacrelea.org/
http://www.madcapplayers.com/
http://www.metrostage.org/
http://www.myspace.com/misfitactorscompany
http://www.molotovtheatre.org/
http://www.naturaltheatricals.com/
http://norulestheatre.org/index.html
http://www.olneytheatre.org/
http://www.opencircletheatre.org/
http://www.quotidiantheatre.org/
http://www.repstage.org/
http://www.riversidedt.com/dt/default.aspx
http://www.rorschachtheatre.com/
http://www.roundhousetheatre.org/
http://www.scenatheater.org/
http://www.shakespearetheatre.org/
http://www.sig-online.org/
http://www.solasnua.org/
http://www.spookyaction.org/home.html
http://www.studiotheatre.org/
http://www.classika.org/Synetic/home.html
http://www.taffetypunk.com/
http://www.teatrodelaluna.org/home.htm
http://www.thehegira.org/
http://www.thehubtheatre.org/
http://www.theateralliance.com/
http://www.washingtondcjcc.org/center-for-arts/theater-j/
http://www.gmu.edu/cfa/tfa/
http://www.theatredujour.org/
http://www.tobysdinnertheatre.com/tobyscolumbia_003.htm
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Toby’s Dinner Theatre

Venus Theatre

Vpstart Crow Productions

Washington Improv Theater

Washington Savoyards

Washington Shakespeare Company

Washington Stage Guild

Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company

Zemfira Stage

THEATRE SOCIAL CLUBS

Footlights

Ushers

THEATRE VENUES

Atlas Performing Arts Center

Bethesda Theatre

Black Box Theatre, Indian Head

Bonifant Theatre Space

Carter Barron Amphitheatre

Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center

Corner Store

DC Arts Center

Ford’s Theatre

Kennedy Center

Mead Theatre Lab

National Theatre

Source

Strathmore Music Center

The Shop at the Fort

Warehouse Theater

Warner Theatre

Wolf Trap

THEATRE WEBSITES

All About Jewish Theatre

allartsreview4u

American Theatre Magazine

American Theatre Wing

Baltimore Area Theatre Reviews

Blue Gobo Videos

Broadway Stars

BroadwayWorld

DramaUrge.com

Helen Hayes Awards

League of Washington Theatres

Limelight Theatre

Potomac Stages

Theatermania

WE ALSO LIKE

DCPlace

Fraver

http://www.tobysdinnertheatre.com/
http://www.venustheatre.org/
http://www.vpstartcrow.com/
http://www.washingtonimprovtheater.com/
http://www.savoyards.org/
http://www.washingtonshakespeare.org/
http://www.stageguild.org/
http://www.woollymammoth.net/
http://www.zemfirastage.com/
http://www.footlightsdc.org/
http://www.ushers.us/
http://www.atlasarts.org/
http://www.bethesdatheatre.com/
http://www.indianheadblackbox.org/
http://www.bonifanttheatrespace.org/index.html
http://www.nps.gov/rocr/planyourvisit/cbarron.htm
http://claricesmithcenter.umd.edu/2007/
http://web.mac.com/kswanson1/iWeb/Site/CornerStore.html
http://www.dcartscenter.org/
http://www.fordstheatre.org/
http://www.kennedy-center.org/
http://www.flashpointdc.org/venues/theatre_lab.html
http://www.nationaltheatre.org/
http://www.sourcedc.org/
http://www.strathmore.org/
http://www.capitalfringe.org/happening.html
http://www.warehousetheater.com/
http://www.warnertheatre.com/
http://www.wolftrap.org/
http://www.jewish-theatre.com/
http://www.allartsreview4u.com/
http://www.tcg.org/
http://www.americantheatrewing.org/
http://stagesbaltimore.wordpress.com/
http://www.bluegobo.com/
http://www.broadwaystars.com/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/
http://www.dramaurge.com/
http://www.helenhayes.org/
http://www.lowt.org/
http://www.mdlimelight.com/
http://www.potomacstages.com/
http://www.theatermania.com/
http://thedcplace.com/
http://fraver.com/default.html
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tickets, Jersey Boys tickets and Hamlet tickets 

Buy theater tickets for Broadway from
GoTickets! Billy Elliot on broadway or buy Wicked
tickets 

Vivid Seats Theater Tickets Curtains Tickets Wicked
Tickets Spamalot Tickets Jersey Boys Tickets
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